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Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ нлнм {ǘƻŎƪ {ƘƻǿΩǎ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ мс Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΚ 
 
What emerged exceeded our wildest expectations. Celebrating the Spirit of the National Western Stock 
Show blossomed into a 16-day virtual event featuring 17 videos, a dozen Virtual Happy Hours, and a 
Marquee Concert. We ended up with a trove of musical performances, interviews, shout-outs, tours, 
and much more to share with the National Western family. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘƻƻƪ ƴƻǘŜΦ 
 
With this virtual homage to the Stock Show now in the rearview ƳƛǊǊƻǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ нлннΦ 
bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ /ƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƴ 
Williams Yards and its centerpiece, the HW Hutchison and Family Stockyards Event Center. 
 
Celebrating the Spirit did more than bring us together. It sustained the momentum of a capital campaign 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ϸул Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ϸмлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƎƻŀƭΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ the enormous sway the National 
²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
to build this storied institution a new home for the century to come.  
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊe of the National Western. 
 
Pete Coors 
Chairman, Honoring the Legacy campaign 
Board member, Western Stock Show Association 
 
Doug Jones 
Chairman of the Board, Western Stock Show Association 
Vice Chairman, Honoring the Legacy campaign 
 
Paul Andrews 
President and CEO, National Western Stock Show 
Vice Chairman, Honoring the Legacy campaign 
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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ŦǊŜŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  

¶ Hannah Metzger hannah.metzger@gazette.com  
¶ Dec 30, 2020  
¶ Denver Gazette 

 

The National Western Stock Show in a Jan. 16, 2019, photo.  

Jerilee Bennett, The Gazette  

The postponed National Western Stock Show will hold virtual events celebrating all things 
Western in January. 

From Jan. 12-22, virtual happy hours and concerts will be hosted every evening as part of the 
ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфмр Χ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tŀǳƭ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /9h ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Western Stock Show Association. 

 ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
so many talented aǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

Numerous country music and entertainment artists will perform in the series of concerts, 
including Michael Martin Murphey, Baxter Black, Brooks & Dunn, the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and 
more. 

https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/profile/Hannah%20Metzger
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In between musical performances there will be appearances by celebrities such as Peyton 
Manning, John Elway, Luke Bryan and Ken Burns, and a sermon from Dr. Alveda King, the niece 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Denver television and radio personality Ed Greene will host the shows and Jim Salestrom, 
musician and Emmy award-winning songwriter, is the musical adviser for the concerts. 

ά²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Stock Show and keep the heart and soul of National Western alive and in ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Pete Coors, Honoring the Legacy campaign chair. 

Molson Coors Beverage and Coors Banquet are the premier sponsors of the series of virtual 
events. 

The events will also feature videos for kids sponsored by Wagner Equipment and the R. Stanton 
Dodge Family. 

Programs include a Buffalo Bill special, hosting by rodeo clown Justin Rumford and lessons from 
National Finals Rodeo participants. 

The events will also present videos highlighting the new National Western core facilities, stock 
show icons, a special with hat-maker Coleen Orr and several major gift announcements over 16 
days. 

άLΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
hosting 700,000-Ǉƭǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнн {ǘƻŎƪ {ƘƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƻǳƎ WƻƴŜǎΣ Western Stock Show 
Association chairman.  

All virtual events are free, but participants must opt-in to get access by signing up via email at 
honoringthelegacycampaign.com. 

The Denver Gazette is the official media partner of the event. 

  

https://honoringthelegacycampaign.com/opt-in/
https://denvergazette.com/news/coronavirus/state-announces-1-6-million-in-grants-to-ag-related-businesses/article_be8f6ce6-3fe9-5e23-a3bc-b3f9d68f6ad8.html
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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ 
ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ  

¶ Jan 4, 2021 
¶ High Plains Journal 

 

Browsing through the booths at the vast National Western Stock Show trade show is a tradition 

at the annual show. Visitors may not be able to walk through the booths in person this year, but 

they can still visit vendors virtually and shop for Western merchandise from home. 

Small local businesses help make Stock Show such a vital part of the community, and they 

appreciate your support. Shopping links will be available at nationalwestern.com/vendor-

shopping through Jan. 24. 

  

http://nationalwestern.com/vendor-shopping
http://nationalwestern.com/vendor-shopping


6 
 

D¦9{¢ /h[¦abΥ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ 
{ƘƻǿΥ 9ƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƛƳŜǎ  

¶ Douglas Jones and Paul Andrews 
¶ Jan 7, 2021  

1 of 2  
 

 
 

¶ AMBER HOTZFELD 

It all started on the South Platte River banks in 1906 when the National Western Stock Show 
was born. The humble beginnings were led by cattlemen, political leaders, civic leaders, 
downtown Denver business leaders, and livestock exhibitors from across America. 

In year one, the show hosted more than 15,000 attendees and boasted livestock entries of 
more than 350 head of cattle, sheep and swine. The show ran for six days, starting on Jan. 29, 
1906. Simultaneously, an entity was formed to manage the show as a 501c-3, a not-for-profit 
founded on education and the celebration of our Western heritage, known as the Western 
Stock Show Association. 

Today, our founders would be amazed at everything the National Western Stock Show has 
ōŜŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ нлнл ά.Ŝǎǘ мс 5ŀȅǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅέ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘhan 708,000 attendees. The 
prestigious livestock shown on-site and in competition equaled more than 15,000 head, 
solidifying us as the Super Bowl of livestock shows. The 29 rodeo performances featured the 
best professional cowboys and cowgirls in the world, plus world-class horse shows starring the 

https://gazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://gazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://gazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
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best equestrian competitors, human and animal. The acres of trade show shopping space marks 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǎƘƻǿΦ 

The 16 days of the National Western Stock Show generates an estimated economic impact of 
$120 million for the Denver metro area. The stock show proudly supports over 100 students 
annually through college scholarships studying in the fields of agriculture and rural medicine. 

If the stock show were to occur in 2021, today would have been the annual kickoff parade with 
the Longhorn steers leading more than 80 entries through the streets of downtown Denver to 
celebrate the start of the Stock Show. 

Likely more than 40,000 fans would have crowded downtown streets to celebrate with family 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ 
overcome, as COVID-19 continues to impact events worldwide. 

Only two times in our 114-year history has the stock show not taken place. In 1915, an 
epidemic known as hoof and mouth disease broke out in livestock, which prohibited the 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ 
rallied together and put on one of the largest shows in America just one year later. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ммрǘƘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
pandemic. We are moving forward and are busy preparing for the 2022 show, Jan. 8-23, when 
the National Western Stock Show will welcome more than 42 states and 35 countries to the 
Super Bowl of livestock shows, still residing along the South Platte River banks. 

With the promise of the vaccine, we are optimistic that together with our Stock Show Nation, 
we will break the all-time attendance record set back ƛƴ нллс ŀǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ тнтΣллл ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ 
time for that record to fall, and no better year than 2022 to show the grit of all Coloradans. 

As we look ahead, the 200th anniversary of the National Western Stock Show will be celebrated 
86 years from now at the new National Western Center. The National Western Center facilities 
under construction will feature new yards for livestock; a new state of the art equestrian center 
and livestock center; and future phases will provide a new multipurpose arena for rodeo and 
expo hall for large trade shows. It will take multiple years to complete but will be well worth the 
wait. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ нлнн ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ 
Show! 

Douglas Jones is chairman of the Western Stock Show Association. Paul Andrews is 
president/CEO of the National Western Stock Show and Complex. 

Douglas Jones is Chairman of the Western Stock Show Association. Paul Andrews is 
President/CEO National Western Stock Show and Complex.  
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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ǘƻŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ  

¶ By JOEY BUNCH joey.bunch@coloradopolitics.com  
¶ Jan 8, 2021 Updated Jan 26, 2021  
¶ Denver Gazette 

1 of 3  
 

 
As viewed through a fisheye lens, the shuttered front doors of the Denver Coliseum are shown as a statewide stay-
at-home order remains in effect in an effort to reduce the spread of the new coronavirus, Tuesday, April 7, 2020, in 
Denver. The coliseum and another property on the grounds of the National Western Stock Show and Rodeo will be 
used to house homeless people during the virus outbreak. 

¶ David Zalubowski, Associated Press 

The National Western Stock Show in a Jan. 16, 2019, photo.  

https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/profile/JBunch
https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://denvergazette.com/content/tncms/live/#2
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¶ Jerilee Bennett, The Gazette 

 

!ƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ фрл ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ муǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƻƻǘǎ Ψƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ 
the National Western Events Center on Jan. 6 in Denver. The event kicks off the National Western Stock Show and 
Rodeo, which opened officially the next day, and featured entertainment by the Westernaires and a talented 
monkey named Whiplash, who rode a border collie to demonstrate sheep herding feats. Photo by Ernest 
Luning/The Colorado Statesman 

The stalls and stockyards at the National Western Center are historically quiet for the days 
ahead, when it's normally jumping like a bucking bronco. 

Among the casualties of COVID-19 is a piece of Colorado's most prominent agricultural 
tradition, the National Western Stock Show and Rodeo τ 16 days, more or less, at the same 
location in north Denver since 1906. 

The 115th stock show will be online instead of in the mud, in the rodeo arenas, and in the acres 
of shopping for Western goods and treats. 

Pre-taped programs will air on the National Western's website through Jan. 24, the normal run 
of the show. 

Many are hosted by show benefactor, noted politico and beer magnate Pete Coors, who will 
provide a special address on the National Western's Legacy Capital Campaign available starting 
Monday at 9 a.m. An announcement of a special gift to the Honoring the Legacy Fund is 
expected on Jan. 15. 

This year, however, no mutton will be busted, no bulls will be ridden and the dancing horses 
won't dance. 

Such festivities normally would have started today and pulled in 700,000 customers. It raises 
millions to fund scholarships for kids in Wyoming and Colorado who study agriculture and 
veterinary medicine who are willing to serve rural areas with their practice. 

https://nationalwestern.com/schedule/



